


Tara Binet 
Serafino Bono 
Debbie Bouroudis 
Sarah Brodine 
Clark Burrell 
Vita Coraci 
Christina Chiaino 
Marylou Chiarello 
Melody Cruz 
Albert DeStefano 
Gloria DeStefano 
Debbie Divino 
Brian Dowling 
Patricia Filosa 

George Guida 
Eleanor Iavorne 
Steve Katapodis 
Joan Macey 
Stephen March 
Angelina McCarthy 
Ann Mogavero 
Anthony Piano 
Christian Reyes 
Frankie Ruggiera 
Joseph Rutyna 
Pauline Sciarrino 
Stephen Versace 
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Sunday, January 7th 
8:00     For the People of the Parish 
10:00   Herlihy & Oliveri Families 
12:00   Anthony Accardo 
 
Monday, January 8th 
7:00     Marie & Martin Goode 
9:00    Giulia Muriale 
 
Tuesday, January 9th 
7:00    Joseph De Michele Sr. 
9:00    Di Mauro Family 
 
Wednesday, January 10th 
7:00   Joseph Cardamone 
9:00   Fortunato & Matuszewski 
 
Thursday, January 11th 
7:00    Joseph De Michele Sr. 
9:00    Carmelo DiBartolo 
 
Friday, January 12th 
7:00    Ferdinando Pizzuto 
9:00    Brigida & Salvatore Fortunato 
 
Saturday, January 13th 
8:00    Pietro Armetta 
5:30    Ignace Fascianella 
 
Sunday, January 14th 
8:00     For the People of the Parish 
10:00   Peter Balzano 
12:00   Lorene Peyton 
 

Rest In Peace 
 

Giuseppe DiMaggio 
Giulia Gorizia 

Michael Signorile 

 

Memorial Gifts For The Week Of January 7, 2024 

 
Memorial Gift Of Bread 
In Memory Of:  Rosalie DiPretoro 
Requested by:   Loving Sister Fran  
 
 
Memorial Gift Of  Sanctuary Lamp 
In Memory of:  Giuseppe DiMaggio 
Requested by:   Kristen Farley 
 
 

 
What a wonderful way to remember and 

honor our loved ones, living or deceased, 
with our weekly  Memorial Gifts. 
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Sunday Collection 
Weekend of December 9-10, 2023    
Plate Offering: $5,174 
Online Giving: $370 
Total: $5,544 
 
Weekend of December 16-17, 2023    
Plate Offering: $8,104 
Online Giving: $745 
Total: $8,849 
 

Weekend of December 23-24, 2023    
Plate Offering: $8,878 
Online Giving: $260 
Total: $9,138 
 

Weekend of December 31-1, 2024    
Plate Offering: $5,404 
Online Giving: $1,297 
Total: $6,701 
 
 
 
A fast and convenient option exists to give to our 
Shrine Church online.  Just scan the QR code below 
with your phone's camera -- or go to our parish's 
website atwww.stbernadettebrooklyn.com  
and click "Give Online" -- and prayerfully consider 
selecting a "recurring" sacrificial offering.  Benefits 
include fast emailed confirmation of your gifts, 
being able to choose the frequency (weekly, month-
ly, or other options) of your gifts and not needing to 
worry so much about loose cash or handwritten 
checks, or if you are away from the parish for a 
time.  "One-time" offerings are also welcome. 
Above all, thank you for supporting our parish! 
 

 
 
 

Quiet Adoration Every Thursday Evening 
 
6:30p.m.—8:30p.m. 
Stay for as short or as long as you like. 
Spend some time quietly receiving from 
the Lord in His Real Presence in the 
Blessed Sacrament, exposed in the Mon-
strance on the Altar. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rectory Office Closed? 
If able, please use the drop-off box to the left of the rectory door on 
13th Avenue.  We check this box regularly each day. 
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Come pray in our grotto!   
Conveniently located alongside the church, it is  
normally open during all scheduled Masses and  
Confessions, and most weekdays until 4 p.m. 
(We regret that it may need to be closed from 
time to time due to severe weather or other ir-
regular circumstances).  

 

Society of  St. Vincent de Paul  Gives Back 
 

St. Bernadette can share in the profits. For each car, 
truck or van, running or not, the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul will give back to our church $50/$100 per 
vehicle.  Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a family 
member, friend or neighbor has an old  or neglected 
vehicle in their driveway that they would like to  
dispose of.  Call the Society of  St. Vincent de Paul  
@  718-491-2525   
  
Thank You  for your participation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any parishioners with photos of scenes or activities 
that showcase the beauty and vibrancy of our parish 
are welcome to send them to:jcanna@diobrook.org for 
possible inclusion in future bulletins and on parish 
social media. (Please note that there is no set timeline 
or basis for inclusion of photos; it is entirely at the 
discretion of parish staff).  
 
 

PARKING FOR MASS? 
 
 
 
Schoolyard parking is available for Saturday evening and 
Sunday Masses only. Please take the time to come to a 
complete stop before the sidewalk and check carefully for 
pedestrians and other hazards, especially when exiting.  
Remember to proceed to your vehicle promptly after the 
Mass that you attend as the driveway gate must be kept 
closed at most times for the safety and security of our  
parish and school. 



 
 
WHEN DO WE TAKE THE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS DOWN? 
 
Anna told me that there is lots of free space in this week's bulletin.  You may want to grab a cup of coffee for this one! 
 
The question of when a practicing Catholic should take down Christmas decorations has been an annual conversa-
tion topic throughout my own life even since childhood.  The short answer, of course, is that Christmas decorations 
for one's home are not a requirement to avoid sin, so obviously one may feel free to do as one wishes, especially with 
regard to one's own property.  The deeper question is. . .when does Christmas officially end? 
 
Fortunately or unfortunately, there are multiple answers.  January 6 is the traditional date of the Epiphany, when we 
focus on the arrival of the Magi.  In the United States, as part of an attempt to minimize weekday obligations to attend 
Mass (I've been hearing it from many people about the two days of obligation in a row because Christmas was a  
Monday this year!), we "round" Epiphany to a nearby Sunday, which this year is January 7. 
 
Furthermore, the Church's official Christmas season, that is the last day before we just go back to Ordinary Time read-
ings and begin wearing the normal green vestments again, is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  Usually that occurs 
the next Sunday after the Epiphany, but if Epiphany is late, like it is this year, it just occurs one day later.  So for 2024, 
the Church's official celebration of Christmas ends on Monday, January 8. 
 
But there's more.  Some, like myself, wish to observe a 40-day period to allow the Christmas mysteries to "unfold" 
within their hearts.  This period is not official and need not be "forced" on other Catholics, but it has a natural end on 
February 2nd, which is not only Groundhog Day, but the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple.  That's also 
known as "Candlemas Day" because we bless candles used throughout the year that day.  The Presentation is also the 
Fourth Joyful Mystery (Jesus' birth being the Third Joyful Mystery) so the theme of Jesus' childhood is still preva-
lent.  I still remember my first time celebrating Candlemas as a teenager in High School and taking in the beauty of 
that day's liturgy. 
 
Nowadays, what I do personally is gradually reduce -- but not fully eliminate -- my exposure to Christmas music and 
decorations throughout January.  Perhaps in late January I only listen to my absolute favorite songs for just a little 
while each day and keep just a few small decorations out to help me bear in mind the Christmas mystery that has only 
recently passed, and to remember that there is still one more "Christmassy" feast coming up on February 2nd.  I know 
that flowers don't always last so long and sometimes you get a warm day when you want to get a jump on taking the 
larger decorations down.  But to the extent possible I recommend leaving at least some signs of Christmas out until 
February 2nd.  A suggestion. . .in no way a requirement! 
 
But here's the deeper issue.  Where I do become heavily concerned is when Catholics seem to be excited about tak-
ing decorations down, as if Christmas really began in November and concludes at or around New Year's Day.  This 
thought pattern, much like the secular thought pattern, is that the main event for any season is also the end of that sea-
son.  Once Jesus is born--this mentality would dictate--then it's all done.  But in the mind of the Church, it's the 
complete opposite!  Both at Christmas and at Easter, seasons begin with the main event, and we take the following 
days to "unfold" the event.  Yes, Lent prepares us for Easter, but Easter is a 50-day season ending at Pentecost.  Ad-
vent prepares us for Christmas, but now Christmas is its own season with its own graces to provide.  It's more of a 
worldly phenomenon to spend many weeks preparing for something, to get it exactly right, so that we can "finally 
relax" afterward.  And of course for those who did so much work getting ready for Christmas, this relaxation is more 
than merited! 
 
But may I offer some advice in that relaxation?  Wait to take things down.  Enjoy the decorations you put up.  Enjoy 
the spirit of Christmas.  The gifts are exchanged, the big parties are over.  Now just sit and enjoy!  Don't be in a rush 
to get rid of the real Christmas! 
 
And if you get some criticism for being slow to take decorations down, don't be afraid to let people know that, for 
you, Christmas started on December 25th. 
 
Fr. Jeremy 



To all our SBCA Alumni – This is just for you…  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Alumni Giving Tree is HERE!  
 
 
Beautifully displayed on the main floor of our school building!  We are so excited 
about this ongoing fundraiser set up for just our alumni and their loved ones!   
  

$50 Donation - purchase of a green leaf with your name and graduating year  
$100 Donation - purchase of a gold leaf “In Memory” or “In Honor” of an  
alumni’s loved one  
  
You may purchase as many leaves as you would like, but please provide only one 
name per leaf. If you would like to purchase a green or gold leaf, simply com-
plete and return this form with your check made payable to St. Bernadette 
Catholic Academy in a sealed envelope and return to  

St. Bernadette Catholic Academy  
1313 83rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228  

Attention: Mrs. Maria Cordi.  
 

                      -------------------------------------------------------------------------------       
  
**Green Leaf: ($50 each):   
Name: _____________________________________ Graduating Year ___________  
  
Name: _____________________________________ Graduating Year ___________  
  
**Gold Leaf: ($100 each):  
__ In Memory  ___In Honor   Name:__________________________Class of _____  
     (If applicable)  
__ In Memory ___In Honor   Name:__________________________Class of______  
    (If applicable)  

 **(If more space is needed, please feel free to use the back of this form)  

Total Number of Leaves: __________Total Amount Enclosed: _________________  
Check number: _____________  

 

Thank you for your continued support!  
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FITNESS | NUTRITION | MOTIVATION | RESULTS

Achieve Your Health & Fitness 
Goals! Guaranteed!
CALL / TEXT: 917-970-7529

526 86TH STREET, 2ND FLOOR
WWW.THEMAXCHALLENGE.COM

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Kevin Griffin

kgriffin@4LPi.com or  
(800) 950-9952 x2157

GILLESPIE’S 
PLUMBING & 
HANDYMAN 

SERVICES
Drain Cleaning • Heaters 

Bathrooms • Kitchens 
Home Repairs

JOHN  
GILLESPIE

347-684-7358

FAMILY  
BUSINESS  

OVER 40 YEARS 

ENRICHED ADULT DAY 
CARE SERVICES INC

Social Adult Day Care
Call 718-928-7373

www.EnrichedAdultDayCare.com
7712 New Utrecht Avenue, Brooklyn


